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But I ask you when you leave this place
today to ask yourself, as an American, what
can I do to honor the sacrifices of those we
honor here today. For what did George Mar-
shall dedicate his life? For what did these
people fight and die? And how can we make
sure that we have a new century in which
we do not repeat the mistakes of the last one?

I will say, the only way that can happen
is if America refuses to walk away from the
world and its present challenges. We must
learn the lessons General Marshall and his
generation left us. Their sacrifice and their
spirit call upon us to seize this moment, to
shape the peace of the present for future
generations, to turn the hope we share into
a history we can all be proud of.

And so on this day when we remember
those who gave everything for our Nation
and its freedom, let us resolve to honor them
by renewing our commitment on the edge
of a new century and a new era, to lead the
world toward greater peace and security,
freedom and prosperity. In doing that, we
will make Americans safer. We will allow our
men and women in uniform to stand sentinel
for our freedom with less risk to their lives.

May God always bless the American he-
roes we honor today. May He bless those
fallen and those who still stand at the ready.
May He always bless the United States, and
may He always give us the wisdom to do what
is right for tomorrow.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in the
Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery. In
his remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. Robert F.
Foley, USA, Commanding General, U.S. Army
Military District of Washington; Chaplain Joel R.
Schwartzman, USAF; John M. Shalikashvili,
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; and John Metzler,
Superintendent, Arlington National Cemetery.

Remarks at a Signing Ceremony for
the NATO-Russia Founding Act in
Paris, France
May 27, 1997

President Yeltsin gave me this cane; now
he’s giving it to me twice. [Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, on this beautiful
spring day in Paris, in the twilight of the 20th

century, we look toward a new century with
a new Russia and a new NATO, working to-
gether in a new Europe of unlimited possibil-
ity. The NATO-Russia Founding Act we have
just signed joins a great nation and history’s
most successful alliance in common cause for
a long-sought but never before realized goal:
a peaceful, democratic, undivided Europe.

The United States feels a great deal of
gratitude today. The world my predecessors
dreamed of and worked for for 50 years is
finally within reach. I want to thank Presi-
dent Chirac for his strong leadership in mak-
ing this day possible and for hosting us. I
thank President Yeltsin for his courage and
vision, for his unbelievable capacity to imag-
ine a future that is different from the past
that imprisoned us.

I thank his Foreign Minister, Mr.
Primakov, for his negotiations and good faith
to make this day possible. I especially thank
Secretary General Solana for his brilliant and
persistent and always good-natured efforts
that made this founding act a reality.

I thank my fellow leaders of the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization and especially our
senior leader, Chancellor Kohl, who has
worked longer and paid a higher price for
the dream of a united Europe than any other
leader.

For all of us, this is a great day. From now
on, NATO and Russia will consult and co-
ordinate and work together. Where we all
agree, we will act jointly, as we are in Bosnia
where a Russian brigade serves side by side
with NATO troops, giving the Bosnian peo-
ple a chance to build a lasting peace. Deep-
ening our partnership today will make all of
us stronger and more secure.

The historic change in the relationship be-
tween NATO and Russia grows out of a fun-
damental change in how we think about each
other and our future. NATO’s member states
recognize that the Russian people are build-
ing a new Russia, defining their greatness in
terms of the future as much as the past. Rus-
sia’s transition to democracy and open mar-
kets is as difficult as it is dramatic. And its
steadfast commitment to freedom and re-
form has earned the world’s admiration.

In turn, we are building a new NATO. It
will remain the strongest alliance in history,
with smaller, more flexible forces, prepared
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to provide for our defense but also trained
for peacekeeping. It will work closely with
other nations that share our hopes and values
and interests through the Partnership For
Peace. It will be an alliance directed no
longer against a hostile bloc of nations but
instead designed to advance the security of
every democracy in Europe, NATO’s old
members, new members, and nonmembers
alike.

I know that some still see NATO through
the prism of the cold war and that especially
in NATO’s decision to open its doors to
Central Europe’s new democracy, they see
a Europe still divided, only differently di-
vided. But I ask them to look again. For this
new NATO will work with Russia, not against
it. And by reducing rivalry and fear, by
strengthening peace and cooperation, by fac-
ing common threats to the security of all de-
mocracies, NATO will promote greater sta-
bility in all of Europe, including Russia. And
in turn, that will increase the security of Eu-
rope’s North American partners, the United
States and Canada as well.

We establish this partnership because we
are determined to create a future in which
European security is not a zero-sum game,
where NATO’s gain is Russia’s loss and Rus-
sia’s strength is our alliance’s weakness. That
is old thinking; these are new times. To-
gether, we must build a new Europe in which
every nation is free and every free nation
joins in strengthening the peace and stability
for all.

Half a century ago, on a continent dark-
ened by the shadow of evil, brave men and
women in Russia and the world’s free nations
fought a common enemy with uncommon
valor. Their partnership forged in battle,
strengthened by sacrifice, cemented by
blood, gave hope to millions in the West and
in Russia that the grand alliance would be
extended in peace. But in victory’s afterglow,
the freedom the Russian people deserved
was denied them. The dream of peace gave
way to the hard reality of cold war, and our
predecessors lost an opportunity to shape a
new Europe, whole and free.

Now we have another chance. Russia has
opened itself to freedom. The veil of hostility
between East and West has lifted. Together
we see a future of partnership too long de-

layed that must no longer be denied. The
founding act we signed captures the promise
of this remarkable moment. Now we must
implement it in good faith, so that future
generations will live in a new time that es-
capes the 20th century’s darkest moments
and fulfills its most brilliant possibilities.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. at the
Elysee Palace, following the signing of the NATO-
Russia Founding Act. In his remarks, he referred
to President Boris Yeltsin and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Yevgeniy Primakov of Russia; President
Jacques Chirac of France; NATO Secretary Gen-
eral Javier Solana; and Chancellor Helmut Kohl
of Germany.

Statement on the Resignation of
Reed E. Hundt as Chairman of the
Federal Communications
Commission
May 27, 1997

It was with regret that I learned today that
Reed Hundt, Chairman of the Federal Com-
munications Commission, intends to leave
before the end of his term, upon appoint-
ment of his successor.

Chairman Hundt has been a strong and
visionary leader of the FCC during this his-
toric period in telecommunications policy.
His steadfast commitment to the public in-
terest and to bringing the benefits of com-
petition to consumers is evident in his many
accomplishments during his tenure, includ-
ing the successful launching of spectrum auc-
tions and the Commission’s ontime imple-
mentation of the Telecommunications Act of
1996. His expertise and counsel were indis-
pensable in bringing home this year’s World
Trade Organization agreement on tele-
communications, which will open markets
abroad as never before.

Perhaps most importantly, Chairman
Hundt helped make the FCC an advocate
for our children. He reinvigorated children’s
broadcasting, and he took pathbreaking steps
to ensure that every classroom and library
in America will be linked to the information
superhighway.

Chairman Hundt’s leadership has opened
opportunity to businesses here and abroad,
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